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Primary Goals

History of flu epidemic of 1918

Impact in Delaware, USA, and world

Resources



Secondary Goal

Write about relative who died In
epidemic



First awareness

Death certificate of Catherine
(O’'Connor) Doughten

Background
18t generation Irish-American
Stay-at-home mom
mother of 13
Five under 18
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Other epidemics

10 plagues before exodus
Black Plague 14" century

BARBARA W.TUCHMAN

Smallpox 20" century
Polio 20" century
AIDS 1980s

Ebola 2014

Zika 2016

SARS 2002-2003

COVID-19 Dec 2019 - present



Evening Journal —

29 July 1918, p10




History of the Flu Epidemic

April 1917 USA

3.7 million men in crowded military camps

Outbreaks of measles, mumps, meningitis,
pneumonia, influenza

February 1918 — San Sebastian, Spain
Spread by sailors

English in Freetown, Sierra Leone

New Zealand crew and passengers infected
Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, So. Africa



History of the Flu Epidemic

March 1918 USA
Ft Riley, Kansas
Camp Taylor, near Louisville, KY
San Diego
April 1918 La grippe — France
May/June 1918 — London and royal fleet

July 1918 Denmark; 1890 survivors not ill
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Stats on pandemic

Influenza killed between 20 and 50 million

people worldwide. Estimates of 1/5th to 1/3rd of the
world’s population infected with influenza

The Flu Pandemic killed more people than
WWI. (The war claimed 16 million lives.)

Y2 of US soldiers who died in Europe during
WWI, died of influenza.

Flu killed approx. 675,000 Americans

The pandemic was so severe that from 1917-1918,
life expectancy in the US fell by about 12 years.
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1918 Flu symptoms

Starts with typical symptoms: chills, fever,
body aches and cough

Rapidly progresses to a form of respiratory
failure.

Ears, lips and face became ashen

Feet turned black

Lungs filled with fluid

Cytokine storm — overreaction of the immune

system
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“It ain’t over till 1t’s over.”

' WEAKNESS REMAINS
" LONG AFTER

Show That

undhnb:t.bu
turn Very Slowly
Patients.

—— e —

FENRETEREFaAaTETIET &
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. CHRONICLING AMERICA
Library of Congress ..o

Drop down [1777-1963] 1918, Delaware

Influenza (729); pneumonia (636); Spanish flu
(24)

Wilmington Evening Journal
Middletown Transcript
Newark Post

Smyrna Times

Scrolled to look for October 1918 (32)
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Impact on Wilmington
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Evening Journal, Sept 28, 1918, pl

Bad for war
work

CITY TO FIGHT
DISEASE SPREAD

Board of Health to Prepare |

Hospita!s for Treatment

of Influenza

The City Board of Health has not
received any further reports from phy-
sicisans in _egard to the number of
cases of Spanish jnfluenza in the city,
either yesterday or this morning, con-
sequenily there Is a great deal of ua-
certaintly as to the epidemlic situation.
Another death from the influenza has
been reported, that of Palriek Casdily,
of Philadelphia, wbo was employed here
by the Empire Construction Company.
Mr. Casidily died at the Delawar: Hows-
pital last night. He had been admitted
1o the hospital on Thursday night,

On the wnole the number of eritical
cases has been few. The most serious
condition Is that of the shipwotkers,
munition makers and other men in war
< Industrial work, who are boarding In
" the eity. Many of them are lying sick
of the disease in thelr boarding houses
with next to no care. They are spread-
ing the diSeass throush the boarding
houses, and men who are being strick-
=n or are¢ not over the discase are
spreading the malady through the in-
dustrial plants, which is bad for war

Al a meeling of the Wilmington
Council of Defense, held this moruhs
m the Public Building, Dr. R. M. Elle-

(Continued on Page Eleven.) Sr
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Shipyard

workers;

boarding
houses

16



27,5

——— ———

FATHER AND CHILD
DIE OF INFLUENZA

Death struck a heavy blow in  the
home of Mrs. Grace Doughty, No, 1624
Laure!l street, when on Thursday even-
ing her husband, Harry T. Doughty,
ged 27 years, died as a result of the

-—— —“ww" " eyt w——

- — W W ——

,by Fleld Marshal Haig on the whole ||

lb-nwfl'om. The fighting
| throughout yesterday and last night.

' “Our operations have been materially
'helped by the admirable work of the

cngineers. Within less than four hours '

DELAWARE SOLDIER
DIES OF “FLU” AT DIX

Samuel C. Yearsiey, of Port Penn, a

continued |
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Obituary
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Impact on Delaware

Middletown
Transcript
12 Oct 1918, p 8

“All church services
are forbidden until
=— further notice...”

i

Bethesda Church Notes

We are all familiar with the fact that
all church services are forbidden uatil
further notice by the State Board of
Health, on account of the serious epi-
demic of the Spanish Influenza.

At this time we do not know whether
the order will be lifted for next Sunday
or not. Let us watch the daily papers
for such news or orders as ma
published. If the conditions of the
epidemic shall improve, so that the ‘
State Board of ealth shall deem it |
wise, later in the week |
forbidding service,

ar services on Sunday.
e are all




Newark Post 16 Oct 1918

IS YOUR NAME RECORDED HERE

| IF NOT, IN THE.HOUR OF YOUR COUNTRY'S NEED, WHY NOT? |

‘ SUBSCRIBERS REPORTED AT THE BANKS IN NEWARK

Doctors Win

Influenza Fight.

Number of New Cases De-
creasing Da'ly

Local Pharmacy Keeps
Pace with Demand
For Drugs

The influenza epidemic has
reached the apex and (s now on the
decline, Such is the belief of those
in close touch with the situation in
Newark and vicinity. The doctors,
druggists and volunteer nurses
have put up a brave untiring fight
and feel that now victory is theirs,
2 ] . N -

{

|
|
|
|

20



Smyrna Times, 23 Oct 1918, p &

Died

.

" —

NEWS OF

CLAYTON.

~And Local News Budgets from Cheswold, Kenton

Blackbird, Townsend, Thoroughfare Neck,
Leipsic, Brenford, and Their Vicinities.

CLAYTON.

John L. Graham, Jr., bookeeper of |
the Clayton Bank has been substitut- |

ing at Hartly Bank for Cashier Jones
who is ill with influenza.

Elmer Guy Hummer a former resi-
dent of Clayton, died at his home in
Richmond Park in Willmington, Oct.

TOWNSEND.

Several Cases of Influenza About
Town—Locals and Personals

Townsend, Oct. 22—L. L. Maloney;
wife and two children, Robert Beard-
sley and wife, Mrs. John Townsend,
Mrs. J. P. Pritchard and daughter,
Helen, Miss Corinne Outten and Miss
Lillian are among the number ill dur-

12 of pneumonia following influenza, | ing the week from the “flu.”

after an illness of eight days. His |

remains were taken to his former
home at Marydel and laid to rest in
the family burial ground at Temple-
ville, Md.

Two minor wrecks occured on the
' Delaware Division of the P. B. and W.
Railroad last week. At the Clayton
yard, three freight cars were derailed

Friends of W. Gilbert Poore, a well-
known young man of Townsend, have
received letters from him during the
past week, stating that he Lad been
ill with pneumonia at Camp Meade
Mr. Poore says th

[

KENTON '

Kenton Goes “Over The Top” in Lib-
erty Loan Drive Raisng $57.000.
—Locals and Personals. ~

Kenton, Oct. 22—The Fourth Lib-
erty Loan Drive ended on Saturday,
October 19th, and as usual Kenton
went “over the top.” Her quota was
$35,000 and she showed her patriot-
ism by subseribing $57,000.

There are a number of influenza
cases in and near town. We are glad
to be able to report that they are all
getting along very nicely.

Word was received here last week
of the death of Mr. Dora Hazel, of
Richardson Park near Wiliington)
but formerly of Kenton. Mr. Hazel
had just recovered from an attack of
typhoid fever and had been able to be
out when he contracted the Spanish
Influenza. After an illness of but a
few days he died on Wednesday,mom-
ing, to the sorrow of his many friends
Mr. Hazel is survived by his wife
who before her marriage was Miss
Cora Frederick and two children, Mil-
dred and Frederick. His remains
were brought to Kenton on Saturday,
last, by auto and interment took place
at the Baptist Cemetery.

Everybody is staying home.

THE SMYRINA TIMES, WEDNESDA)

Died
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Smyrna Times, 23 Oct 1918, p &

|
|

W. J. Johnson, of Wilmington, one
of the oldest and most popular con-

ductors of the Delaware Division of
the Pennsylvania Railroad, has been
in Port Deposit attending the funeral
of his brother, Nelson Wier Johnson,
an influenza victim. He also went to
Washington to see his son, Edward F.

Johnson who is ill with influenza, but
is seemingly recovering. The son is |1 pappy
an assistant to Joseph P. Tumulty, \— trivia
secretary to President Wilson.
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Cardift BBC news - 12 Oct 2018

In Cardiff, the worst of the epidemic started in October.

Doctors were struggling to cope and some schools were closed. Undertakers
were overwhelmed - there was even a shortage of coffins - with 37 funerals on
one day in October and Army labour corps drafted in to dig graves. There were
reports of bodies being transported in carts from the docks. One man was so
delirious with fever, he fell to his death from his bedroom window.

Peculiarly, the epidemic did not affect the very young or very old quite as
much. Of the deaths in the city, 44% involved younger adults, aged 25 to 45.
Older people are now believed to have gained more immunity from a similar
infection during their lifetime.

23



Impact on USA

Ogden, UT, Standard, 15 October 1918, p 6

FOUR DEATHS ARE REPDRTED
ININCLUENZA EPIDEMTC AND A

D S5 NASE s DABY DESOF THE
W .| 0 EPOEMC

shows no slgns of diminution, #aid In- of the board of health, Any pérsons
gpector George Shorten this morning. attending to the nursing of NSNS Isabella Blanchett Aultz, 2-yvear-old
The number of cases reported today |patients are encouraged to wear one daughter of L. Aultz, died this morning
{8 70, with a great number in serlous | of these masks and procure it from the of Spanish [EEMEEEN at the home, |

cond"lon h“'\"h 0“](‘0 - - - e Lo laisel Bl
! Naulda whaal
24




Seattle — 6 October 1918

| NIGHT

(1111 eyl

CHIJRGHES, SGIIOOI.S, SHOWS CI.OSED

.,P"Bflﬂs. PUTS BAN OF ALL PUBLIC ASSEMELIES
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Ashland, OR Tidings

7 December 1918. p 1

SCHOOLS CLOSED IN ORDER
TO CHECK SPREAD OF FLU
A meeting of the school board was
held Tuesday night at which It was
decided to close the schools until
December 30, owing to numerous
cases of Inflsénzs breaking out
among the puplls and teachers,
Many cases of sickness are reported
in the schools, and a number of pu-
pils were belng detalned at home on
account of fear of contagion, so It
was thought advisable to close the
schools entirely In order to gheck a
spread of the disease In this man-
ner. A number of teachers living
nearby have left for their homes un-

til after the Christmas holidays,

L AL B B B W - YT YTYTETES

‘tioms will not be held at Jackson-

|
TEACHERS EXAMINATIONS !
POSTPONED INDEFINITELY
Jackzoavillie, Ore,, Dec. 14, 1018
To 7 “~hers Expecting to Take

Teacu .. Examinations Dec. 15 to

21, 1%15:

On aceount of danger of spreading
influenza, and on account of the ae-
tion of the County Court in closing
the court house during the coming
week, the state teachers examina-

ville December 15 to 21 as announced
lhrn the press recently.

Several countles in_the styte are
t-lu similar condigions and are
thus compelled to postpone the ex-

\

L e o e e Sl St B S e

aminations,
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Riverside, CA — 3, 20, 29 Oct 1918

Personal Mention

Lester Hampton who returned from
Denver on Thursdav night, was taken
sncl\ on Friday and his case has now
| developed Spanish influenza,

Alfred Daniels, a brother in law

| nf Lester Hamptor, has Spanish in-

| flnenza. i
Health Officer W. S. Davis orders
that all schools and other nnhfie

Lat least another week.

3rd

‘| places remain closed in Corona for|

LER T

(33

"

e
-

ARAUR Y

-'-9.‘0» TYRgT ) ——— g Gﬁi."l'f.-‘n'

mwu i

SLIGHT INGREASE
IN INFLUENZN
EPIDEMIC

Board of Health Opens Emer-
gency Hospital; To Con-
inue rantine

There was little change L1 the
Spanish influenes aftaation here yos-

[ Terday, the Increane i the nnmbor ofr

coamen Deportecd T wii Ap -
raaximntalr 25 ecemusan deaew o d duaxr-
ﬁd the day, most of which wore

‘There woas but
from influonzn, that hc!n‘ - thruu\u
institose student. Two pils
snchool are said 2o b‘ crt all

(1L B The oDumber of cases there "
A4S0, it wasm W Bast > ht.
An omearvrgoncy ©h wWas Ppul

into operation Satorday morn.
hur aod already severaw! patients are
“ﬁ cured for. It Jocamtion waas
noe inelonoad b‘ the boacrd of health.
Should it bhe MMed, two other hos-
?lul. will be pressed Iinto mervice,
use of additionmal Luilldings hav-
beon offered the authorxrities
hools, churches, theaters and ail
ubllc u.:ce&ln” will be bannced until

If possitie the GumEe—
nrade more
. Aizc Vel esnsald .
Teachera to Get Pay
Word came to Riverside fhom Sac-
ramento yesterdsy that temschers
made idie in the state on saccount of
t’le in mEs msc - receive
thelir pay. Several hnndrexd teacher=s
in Riwv wiil bhe alTectad

county

one dexth Saturday,

-

r

mw = wemmaner, =

EPIOEMIG WANING
o BELIEF BAGED

e B BN 5 NN J —

-
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AND

OUR MINERAL WEALTH

OFTICIAL PAPEIR OF MOMAVE COUNTY

Vol XXXVIL i Satu rday, Nm 1918

e " CASES DOING WELL
UNITED WAR WORK | .o e ool e

[ past week, there being a total of about

| twelve cases scattered throughout the

I, town and Lwenty-one in the hospital.
Of the 21 patients at the hospital,

. 5 from Hackberry, 2 from Yucca and

l the balance from Kincmn Two were

discharged yesterday, Ruby Cole and
- Andrew Anderson and others are rap-
ttndl) on the road to recovery.
. | There are five or six who are very

 sick. Gus Rofinot is steadily improv-
ing.
Mrs. Walker who had been appeoint-

MMOHAVE COUNTY MINER

The United War Work Campaign

TWW I WY ™Y

N will start November 11, in spite of the *| g oead nurse s now sick at her .
SRR epidemic that prevails nu_lg::a. @ sy P
: ' ts
throughout the country, Stne’ Rt B W
! ner, Mrs. Bartholomew and h-by .r-. Patients
A W, A. Davidson and daughter,

Emma Brand, E. Douglas, G. W
and baby, Everett Johnson, Geo,
Moody, Donald Wagner, Jimmy Mar-
tinez, John Aronsen, Hackberry; John
| Ryan, Yucca; Mr. and Mrs.

F| Wade and baby, Hackberry; L. AL 28
Harrison, Kingman, ,




Impact on Indiana

Influenza Deaths

January 12

February 71| 554
March 70| 948

April
May 54| 64
June 6| 26

July 11 13
August 1 17
September 64| 18
October 2092 30
November 151,767 32

December 39 11,970] 33

Scurce: Year Book of the State of Indiana for the Year 1922.
"Anrual Report of the Division of Vital Statistics Year 1827°




@he Star- Independent.

HARRISBURG, PA., FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 4, 1918. ,

~|CHURCHES AND |

Situation
serious

l
|
l

'SUNDAY SCHOOLS
INCLUDED IN THE |
CLOSING ORDER
s b d

gated by State Health De-
partment; Schools Open

ALL PUBLIC MEETINGS |

MUST BE CALLED OFF |
\Gatherings of All Kinds Un-|
lawful Under Terms of the !

Spanish ISR Ruling;

Situation Is Serious |

_— e ——

All places of amusements and
saloons in the city were closed
to-day, all churches and Sunday
schools ordered to discontinue
services until further notice;

meostinoe ladea cacclonde wmdaldiio

Quarantine on

IR Is
Observed Here

The effect of the state-wide
quarantine designed to check
the ravages of IS and
pneumonia is widely felt in
the city, How stringent is the
ruling may be scen by the

nary activities:

AN echurches and Sanday
sohools must e kept closed,

Al saloons are closed until
further nothee,

Thoater m! motion  phe-

ture  places  have  closed
thewr doors,

Tomorrow's Toothall
betwoeen Technloeal High s
Wilkes-Barre cancelled,

Drill of Harvisburg
serves  postponed,

Punerals may be attendod
only by close relatives

Re-

| CAMPAIGN HARD

following curtailment of ordi- |

LIBERTY LoAN

HIT AS RALLIES
ARE CURTAILED

‘New Plan For Increasing In-|
terest in Big Drive May Be |
Worked Out to Meet Condi-
. lions Caused by Q,uuruntinc'
'MANY BONDS ARE SOLD
TO CITY'S WORKINGMEN

l
|
|
:

Lodges and Stores Coming lo [
Aid of Nation by Making

. Heavy Subscriptions; Hold

| Meetings in the Open Air

| S

The state health department’s or-
ders directing the abandonment or,
meetines of s kinds will result In.
' & rearganization of the Liberty I.tn;n;
L eamipalgn g Harrisburs, and tha 30

| bulance of Duuphin county, in all

CTTSRTT T Yoatuvase af the drive



Hardest hit city — Quaker City

Where it all began - early September




28 September 1918

Liberty Loan Parade 10 AM
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1 October 1918 — Phila.

AN
FEW HOURS WOMAN DYING

Influenza  Airacks l.un mely Poor Widow, Whose Newly Born
Child Dies Shorsly After Father —Three Other Tots
Searly Starved— Negroes Were Nurses

CITY DEATHTOLL 'FIVE NURSES DIE:
TREBLED BY GRIP MARTYRS TODUTY

V-

t e " 4 .

¢ Fatalities Mount From 51111 of Influenza at Phila-
! 1191 to 3234, Influ- delphia General

- enza Causing 1697 | Hospital

" PNEUMONIA  KILLS 938 REFUSE TO QUIT WORK
: Eighty-one per cent of the 3234 deaths ,  Warn by lonag hours of brave fehiioe

occurring in this city In the week ended ' aguinst the RN Nve nurses of the
"  yesterday were due to Influenza and | DEUNEEININ CGeneral Mospital have died
pneumonia Martyra to Jdury

The week's mortality was the great- Fifty-four other nurses st the tnstitu
Leat ever known in [NNEEIININ Tar ex- | tion have been steiblien with the malady
ceeding last week's, which was the | Several of them have cuntracted poey
n' highest up to that time monia and are In 8 eritienl vonditior
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From San Diego — 3 October 1918

PHILADELPHIA, 0Oct. Z—Span-
!sh influenza continued to sweep
through + Philadelphia and subrban
towns today, hundreds of new'cases
and many additional deaths deing
reported.  All the hospitals are
crowded, -

The numbor of new cases reported
in the last 24 hours numbered 638,

an increase of 23 over yestorday,

Fatalities from Influenza. and
pneumonia . reported numbered- 143,
Few phbysiclans .are reporting cases
and it is estimated by health officers
that there may be 20,000 in the city
arnd surrounding towns, -

School authorildes estimated that
about 4,000 pupils are afflicted with
the disecase,

Delaware county, adjolnlns th-
delphia, In which many great war
gxdxastﬂcs are situated, has been bit

ar

— - —— - — . — — . —

-
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Crisis 1n Philadelphia

Doctors, nurses
Dental students, student nurses

200"' S|Ste rS Influenza Pandemic and the Sisters — Catholic Historical

Research Center of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia (chrc-phila.org)

Seminarians dig graves
Family and friends dig graves
Morgue overflowing

Coroner and morticians

[/ times # deaths
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https://chrc-phila.org/influenza-pandemic-and-the-sisters/

9 October 1918

Gloucester and Camden, NJ

12 MORE GRIP DEATHS
IN DAY IN GLOUCESTER

Fewer New Cases. However.
and Epidemic Is Believed
I nder Control

Vithetighs  tiwte have luen tuelie

denthis  from  InMOSnea 1 VHloucest e
Slitee souterdasy . De Marlan =
Miner. president of the Cloucester Board
of Healt beiteres the epidemic lu o
el amler sunite ., Foenet Bow  casew
barse bt Popmsriesl In the luast ) e o

four boars thun in any similar e ried

Winee the spldewdle siatted

" PRISONERS DIG GRAVES |

h From ledﬂl Jail 10 “o‘lp
Relieve Funeral Stress

L3k prisoners have leenn wmnt f1om
Camden County al ta wesiw the
of g¥aves n! Brergreen and Noew
Uemeterisn 1o preien .l.-',.\.;

roceas onse  femchin the
VieUne of # and
Including  vesierdan 154 ‘
from pueumonia and six oo |
had been limted a0 the s
e buria!l permite are recorded,
records al the offhien of the ﬂou'J
h showed 2405 cawen repored Yy
physicians, with thirty do tars

nw‘n

r d'.' In q"-.. wWiIth priians

“. Leer, launed e ool ane
ward. The omeopathic and the
uu‘u;u sl pre cronded,
™ ergency  Houspitnl ar

in Aare being uade for the
of another ward on the firm

the accommodation of n-om.
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18 October 1918

Philadelphia Mayor
Thomas Smith released
statement — city would
contribute $75 for funeral
of influenza victim ($1285 in 2020

money)



Philadelphia — Camden - Gloucester

Decrease In illnesses and death — week

ending October 25

. R | TERAW SRAR Y .

The wial number of influenza and
pneumonia cases for the week ending
Eu-mher 25 here shows a marked de-
| crease over the previoys week, The offi-

'lcial tabulations of the health bureau

- ""f;_;': a faling off of 1577 cases.
? cases reported this
This week - 3021 Nl:}"-’“"«'f?n?'«‘%%:a. a weekcs fa:

% were 2063 Influensa cases, 1845
M pneumonia cases, a total of 4598,

F During the last twenty<four hours

204 deaths were reported. Of these

185 were due to and 109 to

pneumonia, Yesterday deaths were
reported.

_—Eamden - Saloons close ’S(-..m..... saloons will remain closed

until the m opidemic ban I»
Iifted In Philadelphia, "

OfMclals there will take no chance of

a repetition of the reign of terror thas
followed u rush of un-
desirables across the

{ | bars reopencd yesterday. Gloucester,
y | however, will allow ssloons to remain

.
e nee Alafle affe. cclft mbhdead on P e ..

<_ast week - 4598

5

Gloucester —
saloons
remain open
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Delaware River separates PA - NJ

Ferry needed to cross river in 1918

Spring
Garden

Grays Ferry A
9 = Parkside
Snyder Aye E §
= wv
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SOUTH PHILADELPHIA Bro ]
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o  early
some 260 gq

OVember 19)g,
eaths |

alone,

and ot

les are Buried in 1ipis
€metery, with one to five bodies in each
qrave. A large wooden €ro

85 long marked

early
With
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Impact on war effort and home

o oo, | HIGHTEEN DIE

New Cumberiand, Pa., Oct. 26—
Relatives In New Cumberland re- U!\
celved word of the death of Mrs. Lil- Al |

lle Carrol, of Charles street, Harris- |
burg, from pneumonia after a brief|

lilness. Mrs, Carrol is survived by | y
her husband, Raymond Carrol, and] ‘Large Number of Fatal Cases

three small sons, She is the third} \ X
death in the Carrol family in a short |, / “ _ an(:) Pneu
time. Two brothers of Mr. Qarrol| ' ot
having been killed in France, monia at the Dep

New Cumberland, Pa, Oct. 26—

: Eighteen soldlers have dled of in-|
Age 37, flu 5 18 soldiers > fluensa at the govommentd plwtuat
' Marsh Run in the past ten days. Un-
days, pneumonia dertaker M. A. Hoft is busy night
3 days and day with the work In town and

preparing the bodles for transfer to
the soldier's homes
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5 November 1918
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Comparison - Deaths in USA

Death Rates in the U.S. by Month
(per 1,000 population)

60

Death Rate (per 1,000 population)

10

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

1911-1917 B 1918 @
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St. Paul’s Hospital, Vancouver, BC

St. Paul's Hospital in 1923

PROVIDENCE HEALTH CARE
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Comparison # deaths in Vancouver

Number of Deaths

Influenza versus Non Influenza Deaths in the City of Vancouver 1918-

1919 and 1921-1922
e | <Oct 1918 Young adults;

300 | - employed;

W Influenza Deaths

275 1 ® Non influenza Deaths Iived in N and
0 N W city

Total Number
Influenza Deaths
1918-1919:1,167

Total Number

Influenza Deaths

1921-1922:202
= g
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ey I —
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June
June h
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— —_— - - ~ 14
o B 8 3 8B R 8 & 8 &
toty [ ———
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Philadelphia and Vancouver, BC

INFLUENZA DEATHS FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE
EPIDEMIC TO THE END OF JANUARY 1919

Death Ratelper

City Deaths 1,000 of population
per annum
Spokane 428 8.3
Seattle 1,328 5
Chicago 12,400 12.4
St. Louis 3,207 13.4
Portland 1,363 135
Toronto 2,284 14.3
New York City 27,362 144
Newark 2,348 15.8
Winnipeg 1,021 16.7
Los Angeles 2,969 17.0
Buffalo 2,742 18.8
Boston 5,771 19.1
Washington 2,892 20.8
Pittsburgh 4,972 229
San Francisco 3,616 23.1
Vancouver 795 233
Baltimore 4,358 23.6

Philadelphia 14,198 24.7




Resources

Newspapers
Newspapers.com $
ChroniclingAmerica (NARA)

1777 - 1963
17.6 million pages Jan 2021; 18.5 Sept 11; 18.6 today

GenealogyBank $
NewsLibrary $

YouTube
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Additional resources

Compare the 1910 and 1920 census records
Look at death certificates if they exist

Check local history societies for articles about
the 1918 Flu Pandemic

Some localities published names of people
who died from the flu.

Check local newspapers for obituaries

Research general information about the
Pandemic on Google and YouTube, specific
states and cities
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Books

Google “1918 flu epidemic”
WilmingtOn Library — card catalog

Very, very, very dreadful: the influenza pandemic of 1918 —
Albert Marrin

Pale Rider: the Spanish Flu of 1918 and how it changed the
world — Laura Spinney

More deadly than war: the hidden history of the Spanish flu
— Kenneth Davis

September 1918: war, plague, and the World Series — Skip
Desjardin

The Pandemic Century — Mark Honigsbaum
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References 1n Delaware

1918 Influenza Pandemic — Delaware Digital
Newspaper Project (udel.edu)

Lesson plan — grades 6 — 8 DPA-Online-
Lesson-Plans-Logo-Horizontal.png
(2400x375) (delaware.gov)

A hundred years ago, another pandemic
ravaged the world (delmarvanow.com)
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https://library.udel.edu/ddnp/1918-influenza-pandemic/
https://archives.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/156/2019/06/DPA-Online-Lesson-Plans-Logo-Horizontal.png
https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/news/local/delaware/2020/03/26/hundred-years-ago-another-pandemic-ravaged-world/2902091001/

America’s Forgotten Pandem

__—T.——t'k—.——h

3

The Influenza of 1918 |

New Edition

=_. “ALFRED W. CROSBYS
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Write about relative

Flesh out the person
Gender
Work
Adult
Education
How long ill
Photo
Burial — who dug grave
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What to do with bio

Local genealogy society newsletter

Local historical society
Newsletter
Vertical file

Blog
Facebook



| etters: Heed lessons of 1918 flu
(delawareonline.com) [4 April 2020]

Thank you for printing the informative article on the Spanish Flu that devastated

my family in New Castle in 1918.

As Dr. Alexa Silver said, the spread of the flu started in Philadelphia's Liberty Loan
parade on Sept. 28, 1918. On Oct.11, 2018, my grandmother Catherine Murphy was
admitted to the Emergency Hospital located in the Sheriff's House on Market
Street in New Castle.

By Oct. 13, she was dead. She was 30 years old. She had just given birth to my
uncle Henry 8 months earlier —her sixth child in 12 years of marriage — and had
had cholera a few months before.

My mother Catherine, age 10, Catherine
Murphy's oldest child, was also a patient
at the same hospital and saw them taking
her mother's body out of the hospital.
She never forgot it.

A week later, my Aunt Maria died at age
2. She had been a patient in an
emergency hospital for children within
St. Peter Parochial School on 5th

Street. She and her mother were buried
in the same coffin in St. Peter's

Cemetery.

A

Catherine Murphy was one of three family members to

die from the 1918 flu. Now, her granddaughter says, S
people should take precautions. Courtesy Of Kay

Keenan


https://www.delawareonline.com/story/opinion/2020/04/04/letters-heed-lessons-1918-flu-lines-walmart-scary-car-emission-rollback/5109474002/
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ne summer afternoon in the mid 1970s I showed my father a copy of his grandmother’s death
certificate. I had just obtained it earlier that day in Wilmington, Delaware.

“I don’t remember her alive”, he said to me, “but I do remember her dead. She was waked in
our living room.” He was four years old at the time. His grandmother, Catherine (O’Connor)
Doughten died 27 October 1918 at the end of the flu epidemic.

Earlier this year I was in contact with my father’s second cousin who is 87 and lives in West Chester, Penn-
sylvania, a city located near the Delaware River between Wilmington and Philadelphia. This cousin men-
tioned that he had two aunts, who were from Philadelphia, who died a day apart in 1918.

As I was scrolling through NewspaperArchive.com over Labor Day
weekend I came across an article describing an awful scene at Holy
Cross Cemetery, Yeadon, PA (my mother’s maternal grandparents are
buried there). More than 600 coffins were piled up waiting for burial.
I couldn’t imagine why that could possibly be. Then I looked more 1 ;
carefully at the date — 17 October 1918. The cemetery had only two | ;SRR S
machines capable of digging holes big enough for mass graves. Fam- |
ily members were at Holy Cross digging graves for their loved ones.
Catholic men who were studying for the priesthood were sent from
St. Charles Seminary to help dig graves.

These above incidents impelled me to do more research on the 1918
flu epidemic in Philadelphia.

Most of us probably think of this epidemic as one occurrence. Actually, it came in four waves, the second,
September to December 1918 being by far the most severe.

The population of the City of Brotherly Love was about 1.8 million in 1918. Some 16,000 Philadelphians
died in the second wave, seven times the usual number of deaths for that period.

As a former history teacher, I have long been interested in the interplay of disease/epidemics and how it
affected history.

Millions of Americans were stricken with influenza in 1918; more than 548,000 of them died. By way of
comparison: 15 million people died during the four years of World War I; 30 million died in a six month
period from the flu.

Philadelphia was hit harder than any other urban area. This.epidemic couldn’t have come at a worse time.
Because of World War I more than 25% of Philadelphia’s doctors and a great number of nurses and other
health care workers were in uniform. Student nurses and medical students were called upon to help. It took
the city several weeks to ban public gatherings thereby lessening exposure to the unknown virus.

On 28 September 1918 there was a Liberty Loan rally in Philadelphia attended by an estimated 200,000 peo-
ple. According to an article in the New England Journal of Medicine within three days of the rally every bed
in Philadelphia’s 31 hospitals was filled. Within ten days of the rally so many people had died that the city
morgue was overwhelmed with hundreds of bodies. Because there was a shortage of coffins a streetcar manu-

(Continued on page 10)

16,000
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(Continued from page 9)
facturer had its woodworking shop stop its usual production and make coffins.

The priest in charge of Philadelphia Catholic Charities organized a group to collect bodies from back streets,
alleys, and tenements. One day they brought 200 bodies to the city morgue.

As I read articles and newspaper accounts of this epidemic I could not help but reflect on the parallel with
the Great Plague that swept through Western Europe in the mid 1300s. In her book, A Distant Mirror, Barbara
Tuchman describes the horrors of that plague and its effect on society. Healthy people became ill and died in
a day or two. Carts went through city streets collecting dead bodies and depositing them in mass graves. If it
took a while to get to bodies the stench was overwhelming. Sometimes parents would be found dead and their
healthy young children nearby.

My mother’s father worked in the Philadelphia Navy Yard for four decades after he was discharged from the
army in 1901. The first reported case of influenza was on 12 September 1918 at the navy yard. A week later
600 sailors were hospitalized at the yard. How did the local paper report this? “No Concern Felt” on page 4
(the war of course took first page coverage). If my grandfather did contract “Spanish Influenza”, he recovered
—maybe because he moved to New Jersey two years before. Or maybe he was among those (50% +) who
chose not to go to work in order to avoid illness. After all, he had a wife and six young children at home.

Mary Anne Vincent

P.S. If you had relatives who died in Philadelphia during this epidemic and you have been unable to obtain ¢
death certificates that may be because the coroner was too overwhelmed to make them.

/ Coroner

overwhelmed

57




Ramitications

20 — 40 age group
Starting families
Stimulate economy

Employed,; eventually take over
economy and government

Old and very young vulnerable to
economic downturns
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Questions? Comments?




Thank you

for attending today.
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