


§ Delaware Genealogical Society Board member 2014 - 2021

§ 11th Generation Delaware Native

§ Researching Carpenter and Toy Families in Delaware

§ Carpenter Tree Tops:
§ James Carpenter (1665 – 1738)
§ Thomas Fenwick (1633 – 1708)
§ William Piles (1645 – 1701)

§ Toy Tree Tops
§ Daniel Toy (1789 – 1832)
§ Rosanna Coyle (1789 – 1879)
§ Owen McCullion (1799 – 1876)



What is the “genealogy of a house”?

Why is it important?

What are the tools and techniques used in this research?

What are some examples?



Significant 
events in 
the life of a 
house

Construction

Ownership

Occupants

Demolition

Descriptive 
information

Utilization

Appearance

Interesting Events

Maps



Provide leads 
for traditional 
genealogy

1
Provide 
‘color’ for 
traditional 
genealogy

2
Track down 
family rumors

3
Satisfy your 
curiosity (it’s 
fascinating!)

4



Find
• Find a land record 

(deed)

Find Again
• Find the previous deed

Check
• Check the news

Follow
• Follow the news and 

deed leads
• More News
• More Deeds

Search
• Search other record sets



Wills and Probates

Orphans Court

Census

Historical Societies

City Directories

Local Publications

Tax Records

Maps



§ Original Carpenter property 
in 1600s Cedar Creek 
Hundred

§Ryan property outside of 
Laurel

§Toy Estate on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Wilmington

§Toy Tavern in Henry Clay
§Westwood Development



• Recorder of Deeds in each County
• Delaware Public Archives in Dover

Physical

• Ancestry.com
• Recorder of Deeds (New Castle County)

Electronic



Letter(s) followed by a Number and a Page

Ancestry
• A-1 (mid 1600s) through Z-50 (~1951)
• In ‘Reels’ containing multiple Deed groups
• Reel 575 contains Y-50 and Z-50
• Reel 100 contains A-10 through part of C-10

NCC Recorder of Deeds
• A-43 (1941) through Z-82 (1969)

Sequence
• Chronologically, the number is more important
• A-43 is followed by B-43, not A44



https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61025/

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61025/


https://deeds.nccde.org/Pax/views/search

https://deeds.nccde.org/Pax/views/search


§ https://deeds.nccde.org/Pax/views/search

https://deeds.nccde.org/Pax/views/search


§ Date of the transaction (indenture)

§ Identification of the buyers and sellers (grantee and grantor)

§ Sale Price

§ Description of the property*

§ Reference to the previous sale of the property*

§ Assurances and conditions

§ Signatures

§ Certification by the State



§ Toy Tavern Properties ~1905
§ Man Street - Henry Clay Village
§ In the Toy Family from 1849 - 1975





§ 22 Dec 1849

§ Mary McCready and Manual Eyre, Sellers

§ Explains Mary’s Relationship to owner of Record 
Patrick Higgins

§ Explains how Eyre obtained an interest from Mary’s 
husband



§ “... with a stone dwelling and store house 
theron erected…”

§ Repeated in subsequent deeds



§ Usually included in property description:

§ “Being the same land sold to to the 
grantors and recorded in book W, vol 5, 
page 164”



Deed Book E5 61
• January 1837 – John and Rebecca Lloyd to George and Mary Hodgson

Deed

Deed Book E5 63
• October 1837 –Hodgsons to James and Susan Plunkett

Deed

Deed Book W5 164
• April 1841 – Plunkets to Patrick Higgins

Deed

Deed Book C6 392
• December 1849 – McCready (Higgins Daughter) to James Toy

Deed





§ General store selling to the Powder 
Mill workers

§ Residence for the Toy Family
§ Tavern and hotel known as the William 

Penn
§ Rental properties

Tavern license petition of Thomas Toy 
Delaware Public Archives



Thomas Toy Proprietor



§ James Toy owned the property until his death in 1881

§ Died Intestate, Property turned over to Orphan’s Court
§ Orphans Court M-2 134 (Delaware Public Archives)

§ Security Trust and Safe Deposit Company to sell properties for benefit of James’ 
family

§ No specific reference to the sale of the tavern properties

§ Son John Thomas continued to operate the tavern

§ Hundreds of Deeds referencing Security Trust…

§ Search for all living members of the Toy Family





§ Sale by Orphans Court

§ Sold to Mary Toy (nee 
Elwood), wife of Thomas

§ Transcribed as Mary “Soy”

“…with three two-story stone dwelling houses, 
one three story hotel building, and one two 
story stone dwelling house theron erected"



§ Mary died intestate in January 1901

§ Property passed to “Thomas Toy and Children”

§ Thomas Died in July 1919

§ Property Passed to Toy siblings

§ Siblings petition Orphans Court for sale of Property in January 1938

§ Purchase by youngest child, Charlotte,  recorded in Deed F41-301. Owned until her 
death in 1975



1900

Occupied by John Thomas Toy and 
Family (Hotel Keeper)

1910

Thomas Toy living on Broom Street

Tavern Property rented to Patrick 
Dougherty (Hotel Keeper)

1920

Tavern Property rented to Norah 
Dougherty

Residence rented to Bernard De 
Stafney

1930

Tavern Property rented to Bernard 
De Stafney

Residence rented to Sara Monigal

1940

Tavern Property rented to Dennis 
Rowe

Residence rented to William 
Dougherty (Norah’s brother in law)



News, Books, Archives, Interviews…



§ July 18, 1919, Sunday Morning Star

§ Proprietor of Tavern for 40 years

§ Tavern previously known as “Jefferson House”

§ Gathering place for Democratic Party

§ Noted as place for dancing in 1870s

§ Balls held on third floor

§ Used for Odd Fellow’s meetings



§ Main Street in Henry Clay

§ Structures gone by 1870 Census



1868



§ Booklet

§ ”Sketches of old taverns of the 
Brandwine vicinity

§ By W.W. Laird

§ Research by Mary Sam Ward



§ September 8, 1931

§ Explains why only two buildings exist today

§ Owner given as B Charlotte Toy



§ Grace Toy Ferguson

§ 1895

§ Niece of John Thomas Toy

§ https://digital.hagley.org/islandora/object
/islandora%3A2021590

https://digital.hagley.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A2021590




§ On display 1998

§ Video available at Hagley Digital 
Archives

§ https://digital.hagley.org



Date Source Event

1819 Orphans Court Division of Alexander Porter’s Land to William Law

1820 NCC Parcel Construction of tavern buildings

1834 Deeds Sale by William Law to Rebecca Lloyd

1837 Deeds Sale by Rebecca Lloyd to George Hodgson

1839 Deeds Sale by George Hodgson to James Plunket

1840 Deeds Sale by James Plunkett to Patrick Higgins

1849 Deeds Sale by Higgins daughter to James Toy

1889 Deeds Sale by Orphans Court to Mary Toy

1901 Orphans Court Division of Mary Toy’s Property to Family

1931 News Fire destroys rental properties

1938 Deeds Sale by Siblings to Charlotte Toy

1975 Probate Charlotte Toy leaves property to Little Sisters

1976 Deeds Sale by Little Sisters to Pierre Coleman DuPont

1985 Deeds Sale by DuPont to George Fitzgerald






