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Where to find the guide:
• Amazon.com
• Members section of DGS website: 

delgensoc.org
• Local and national libraries









“It is organized in a thoughtful way, presenting 
enough Delaware history to assist the researcher 
in looking in the right places. During our research 
for the book, we were surprised many times. It 
was not unusual to hear, "I didn't know that!" at 
the committee meetings. We hope you will be 
similarly surprised.”

Joan Adams

“Readers may be surprised to find references 
following each chapter or section and may even 
be repeated after other chapters.This was done 
purposefully. We felt that the researcher would 
appreciate the ready access to the information, 
rather than having to search through a long list 
of things that were not pertinent to the 
researcher's current focus in the chapter.”

Joan Adams



Caution! Things change! 





*AKHS Media Center. “What is a research guide?” 
akmedia.weebly.com/what-is-a-research-guide.html

“It doesn’t do the work for you, but it helps get 

you the answers.” 

Patty Curlett, past DGS secretary and newsletter 
editor



“This book gives me many more ideas of avenues to 

pursue, rather than just Ancestry.com and Family 

Search.” Rosemary Bell, member of DGS board of 
governors



Bobbi King, Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter, July 23, 2020
“This society publication is one of the best-looking and well-crafted state research guides to come across my 
desk…I particularly liked the plentiful images of old drawings, maps, photos, and the like, of Delaware historical 
places and people. The pictorials add human interest and appeal to the guidebook. This reference guide is 
exceptionally well designed and crafted for easy reading, and the information contained therein is 
comprehensive, relevant, and wide-ranging.”

Amanda Gonzalez, CG®, NGS Quarterly 108, no. 3 (September 2020)
“While this book is geared toward Delaware research, much general, non-specific genealogical references on all 
topics are woven into the chapters. Although written for beginner and intermediate researchers, advanced 
researchers will likewise find the guide informative and helpful.”



“…My ancestry in Delaware only begins in 1920 with the arrival of my Italian immigrant maternal 

grandparents to Wilmington from Camden, NJ… My father was born and raised in Virginia [and moved] to 

New Castle about 1942. So, as a Delaware native myself, my first thoughts about the Research Guide were 

that it would not be of much use to me. However, when I was asked to review it for errors, I was very much 

surprised and delighted that there were several pieces of information that could, and did, help with my 

own research!” 

Rosemary Bell, current member of the DGS board of governors

"Although I have no genealogical connections to Delaware, I have found the Guide's chapters on military 

and land records to be particularly useful in researching family in other parts of the United States.“ 

Connie Beattie, member of the Delaware Genealogical Research Guide Committee and past member of the 
DGS board of governors







23 Figures –
maps, 
drawings, and 
photos

13 Tables –
timelines, 
lists, indexes, 
and references



In chapters 1 – 12, references are provided at 
the end of every major section and every 
chapter.



Excerpt from Table 1.1. Delaware History Timeline



Frontispiece. Map of Delaware showing towns, county seats, 
and railroads. Rand McNally, 1891. Reprinted by permission of 
the Delaware Historical Society.



Fig. 2.3. Delaware Map of the Hundreds c. 1782, prepared by Mary Fallon Richards for the Delaware 
Genealogical Society, 1994. Reprinted by permission of the Delaware Genealogical Society.



Excerpt of Table 2.4. Towns and Places, Hundreds, Counties, 
and a Brief History



“With my DNA also showing African ancestry, I was interested in…the new online references on Page 41. Using 
"Unknown No Longer", I was able to find an 1867 Poll Book for the 4th District of Amherst County, Virginia, listing my 
4th great grandfather, William W. Cooper, under the heading of 'colored'. This was the first election in which African 
Americans were allowed to vote in Virginia.”

Rosemary Bell





• “A jewel among states”
• Movement between neighboring states
• Land grants attracted people to migrate 

from Delaware
• Naturalization

Fig. i. New Castle during the Dutch Regime, by John B. Moll, Jr., 
1951. Reprinted by permission of the Delaware Historical Society.

“Immigration and Migration are of interest to me, 

particularly the References for Revolutionary War 

bounty-land grants, especially for those Virginia 

ancestors. The Ship Passenger List subheading may be 

useful to finding my Virginia immigrant ancestors, 

something many of my co-researchers have been unable 

to determine. I am also researching my husband's 

ancestry and plan to use the Filby reference.”

Rosemary Bell
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Table 5.2. Record Availability Timeline



Excerpt from Table 6.2. Orphanages and Children’s Homes



Excerpt from Table 7.1 Index of Churches Statewide by Name

“Without the list of churches, I would not have discovered that my ancestors and my husband’s ancestors 

attended the same church in Wilmington 100 years before my husband and I met. They probably knew one 

another.”

Patty Curlett



Fig. 8.1. Old Swedes Church and Burial Grounds, Wilmington, 
Delaware. Reprinted by permission of Edward R. Adams. 



Excerpt from Table 9.1. Selected Census and Tax References and 
Indexes, 1671-1890 



Fig. 10.1. Samuel Talley’s Land. Drawn by Samuel Talley, ca. 1850s. 
An example of an early land record. Reprinted by permission of 
the Delaware Historical Society. 



Fig. 11.1. Recruiting Poster for Battery B, 5th U.S. Artillery, 
1863 . Reprinted by permission of the Hagley Museum and 
Library. 

“…includes a wealth of information that I can use 

for research, not only for my husband's Delaware 

family, but also for my Virginia kin.”

Rosemary Bell



Fig. 5.2. Delaware Public Archives, 
Dover, Delaware. Reprinted by 
permission of the Delaware Public 
Archives. 

Fig. 12.2. The Delaware 
Historical Society, 
Wilmington, Delaware. 
Photograph reprinted by 
permission of Edward R. 
Adams. 
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